
The Taming Of The Shrew at Folger
Shakespeare Library: Unraveling
Shakespeare's Timeless Comedy
Shakespeare's plays have stood the test of time, captivating audiences for
centuries with their timeless themes, intricate plots, and unforgettable characters.
One such masterpiece is "The Taming of the Shrew," a captivating comedy that
explores the complexities of love, marriage, gender roles, and societal
expectations. If you are a lover of Shakespearean literature or simply appreciate
the power of storytelling, a visit to the Folger Shakespeare Library is an absolute
must.

Unveiling the Beauty of "The Taming of the Shrew"

Often referred to as one of Shakespeare's most controversial plays, "The Taming
of the Shrew" transports the audience to a world filled with witty dialogue,
enthralling drama, and a glimpse into the complexities of relationships. The play
revolves around the feisty and independent-minded Katherine, who becomes the
object of Petruchio's desire. Petruchio, determined to tame Katherine and make
her an obedient wife, embarks on a hilarious and cruel journey to mold her into
what society deems appropriate.

While the central theme of the play may seem outdated by today's standards, the
underlying messages and the portrayal of various characters allow for a deeper
exploration of gender dynamics and societal pressures, enabling the audience to
question the very notion of power and control within relationships.
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Why the Folger Shakespeare Library?

The Folger Shakespeare Library, located in Washington D.C., is a treasure trove
for Shakespeare enthusiasts and literature lovers alike. Established in 1932, the
library houses the world's largest collection of Shakespeare's printed works,
manuscripts, and rare books. With its stunning architecture reminiscent of
Elizabethan England, stepping into the library feels like a journey back in time,
immersing visitors in the world of Shakespeare.

The library's dedication to preserving the legacy of Shakespeare is showcased
through its exhibitions, educational programs, and performances. Visitors have
the opportunity to admire rare editions of Shakespeare's plays, witness live
performances, and attend lectures by renowned scholars, allowing for a truly
enriching and immersive experience.

Immerse Yourself in Shakespeare's World

At the Folger Shakespeare Library, "The Taming of the Shrew" takes center
stage, with various programs and events highlighting the play's significance and
relevance. Whether you're a student seeking educational resources, a
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Shakespeare enthusiast looking for a unique experience, or simply in search of a
cultural adventure, the library offers something for everyone.

Rare Manuscripts and Artifacts

One of the main attractions at the library is the opportunity to see firsthand rare
manuscripts, including early editions of "The Taming of the Shrew." These
priceless artifacts give visitors a glimpse into the printing history of Shakespeare's
works and allow for a deeper understanding of the play's evolution over time.

From annotated copies to intricate illustrations, the collection at the Folger
Shakespeare Library offers a unique perspective on the creative process of one
of the greatest playwrights in history.

Live Performances

The library hosts a myriad of performances throughout the year, bringing
Shakespeare's words to life on stage. The Folger Theatre, located within the
library, offers a diverse repertoire of classical and contemporary plays, including
various adaptations of "The Taming of the Shrew."

Watching the play performed by professional actors adds a new dimension to the
storytelling experience. The actors' interpretation of the characters and the play's
themes breathe life into the words, making them resonate with the audience on a
profound level.

Educational Programs

The Folger Shakespeare Library is committed to fostering a love for literature and
Shakespeare among students of all ages. The library offers a range of
educational programs designed to engage and inspire individuals to explore the
works of the Bard.



Teachers can bring their students for guided tours, workshops, and lectures,
providing a unique learning opportunity outside the traditional classroom setting.
The interactive nature of these programs allows students to delve deep into the
themes and characters of Shakespeare's plays, enhancing their analytical and
critical thinking skills.

The Legacy of Shakespeare Lives On

Shakespeare's plays, including "The Taming of the Shrew," continue to captivate
audiences worldwide. The Folger Shakespeare Library serves as a testament to
the lasting impact of his works, ensuring that future generations have access to
the brilliance of his words.

Whether you're a literature lover, history enthusiast, or simply in search of a
cultural experience, a visit to the Folger Shakespeare Library promises an
unforgettable journey through time. So, embrace the wit and charm of "The
Taming of the Shrew" and let Shakespeare's legacy enchant you.
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Love and marriage are the concerns of Shakespeare’s The Taming of the Shrew.
Lucentio’s marriage to Bianca is prompted by his idealized love of an apparently
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ideal woman. Petruchio’s wooing of Katherine, however, is free of idealism.
Petruchio takes money from Bianca’s suitors to woo her, since Katherine must
marry before her sister by her father’s decree; he also arranges the dowry with
her father. Petruchio is then ready to marry Katherine, even against her will.

Katherine, the shrew of the play’s title, certainly acts much changed. But have
she and Petruchio learned to love each other? Or is the marriage based on terror
and deception?

The authoritative edition of The Taming of the Shrew from The Folger
Shakespeare Library, the trusted and widely used Shakespeare series for
students and general readers, includes:

-The exact text of the printed book for easy cross-reference
-Hundreds of hypertext links for instant navigation
-Freshly edited text based on the best early printed version of the play
-Newly revised explanatory notes conveniently linked to the text of the play
-Scene-by-scene plot summaries
-A key to the play’s famous lines and phrases
-An to reading Shakespeare’s language
-An essay by a leading Shakespeare scholar providing a modern perspective on
the play
-Fresh images from the Folger Shakespeare Library’s vast holdings of rare books
-An annotated guide to further reading

Essay by Karen Newman

The Folger Shakespeare Library in Washington, DC, is home to the world’s
largest collection of Shakespeare’s printed works, and a magnet for Shakespeare
scholars from around the globe. In addition to exhibitions open to the public



throughout the year, the Folger offers a full calendar of performances and
programs. For more information, visit Folger.edu.
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