
The Ultimate Guide to Mastering the Cricket
Leading Edge for Captains
Cricket is a sport that requires a combination of skill, strategy, and leadership.
Captains play a crucial role in guiding their teams to success, and one technique
that every captain should master is the cricket leading edge. In this article, we will
explore the importance of the leading edge, its applications in different situations,
and how captains can use it to gain an advantage over their opponents.

Understanding the Cricket Leading Edge

The leading edge refers to the part of the cricket bat near the toe or the bottom
where the wood is exposed. It is known for being a tricky area to control and is
often associated with mishits. However, skilled batsmen and captains have
discovered that the leading edge can be utilized in various ways to outsmart the
opposition. It can be a potent weapon when used strategically and can surprise
the fielding side.

One of the primary reasons why the leading edge is considered valuable is that it
allows the batsman to change the direction of the ball. Normally, a batsman aims
to hit the ball towards the leg side or the off side, but by using the leading edge,
they can alter the trajectory and send the ball in unexpected directions.
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Applications of the Leading Edge

1. Reverse Sweep: The reverse sweep is a popular shot in modern cricket, and it
involves a right-handed batsman playing a shot as if he were a left-handed
batsman. The leading edge plays a crucial role in this shot, as it helps the
batsman guide the ball towards the off side. Captains who can effectively use the
reverse sweep as a strategic move can put pressure on the fielding side and
keep them guessing.

2. Defending against Spinners: Spinners are known to deceive batsmen with their
variations in flight, pace, and spin. Captains who can read the spinners and
anticipate their deliveries can use the leading edge to defend against spinning
deliveries. By using the leading edge, the batsman can delicately tap the ball and
negate the spin, making it difficult for the fielders to catch or make a clean
interception.

3. Fine Leg Shots: With fast bowlers targeting the body of the batsman, captains
can employ the leading edge to send the ball towards the fine leg area. By
deliberately cushioning the impact of the ball on the leading edge, the batsman
can generate enough power and placement to surprise the fielders and
accumulate vital runs.

Advantages for Captains

1. The Element of Surprise: One of the biggest advantages of using the cricket
leading edge for captains is the element of surprise. By incorporating this
technique strategically, captains can catch the opposition off-guard and disrupt
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their plans. This surprise factor can lead to quick runs and put pressure on the
fielding team.

2. Exploiting Gaps in the Field: The leading edge enables the batsman to hit the
ball in unconventional areas, exploiting gaps in the field where fielders are not
stationed. Captains who can exploit these gaps can accumulate runs easily and
manipulate the field placement set by the opposing captain.

3. Defensive Strategy: In challenging conditions or against skilled bowlers,
captains can use the leading edge defensively to preserve their wickets. By using
this technique judiciously, captains can ensure that their teams do not lose
wickets easily and frustrate the opposition's plans.

Tips for Mastering the Leading Edge

1. Practice: Mastery of the leading edge requires extensive practice. Captains
should dedicate regular training sessions to develop their skills in using the
leading edge effectively.

2. Understanding Bat Angles: Captains must understand the angles at which the
leading edge can be used to change the trajectory of the ball. Experimentation
and familiarity with different angles will enhance their proficiency in utilizing the
leading edge to their advantage.

3. Anticipate Bowling Tactics: Captains should analyze the bowling tactics of
different teams and bowlers they are likely to face. This analysis will assist them
in identifying situations where the leading edge can be particularly advantageous
and help them plan their strategies accordingly.

The cricket leading edge is a versatile technique that can be employed in various
situations to bring success to a captain's tactics. Its ability to surprise opponents,



exploit gaps in the field, and provide defensive options makes it a valuable asset
for any captain looking to lead their team to victory. By understanding the
applications of the leading edge, its advantages, and investing time into
mastering the technique, captains can gain a competitive edge on the cricket
field.
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Two former county cricketers turned cricket coaches have collaborated to write
and illustrate their first book, in a brand new series under the title, ‘A Leading
Edge’. Wesley Durston, (Millfield School, Somerset CCC and Derbyshire CCC)
and Patrick Latham (Kimbolton School, Somerset 2nd XI & Cambridgeshire
CCC),coach hockey and cricket at Oakham School in Rutland. Both still play club
cricket for rival clubs in the smallest county in England, Oakham Town CC and
Uppingham Town CC respectively.
The pair have worked throughout 2018 on their first book, which will be released
through Amazon and as an eBook on 12th October. The book is a thought
provoking look at the role of the captain and draws on the career experiences of
the two authors, supported by written contributions from a range of current and
past cricket captains, coaches and umpires which appear throughout the book. ‘A
Leading Edge for Captains’ will be officially launched on Saturday 13th October at
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Compton Dundon Cricket Club’s 60th anniversary dinner, where Wesley has
been invited to talk about his life after professional cricket.
This exciting new book is aimed at younger players who want to learn more about
the finer points of the game, but there is plenty inside for the club player or young
professional looking to improve their understanding of cricket, learning from the
professional’s point of view.
“We have been fortunate to be helped by some experienced cricketers, including
foreword by Caroline Atkins (Durham MCCU & England),and quotes from Tom
Abell (Somerset),Rob Bailey (Northamptonshire),Ed Young
(Gloucestershire),Wayne Madsen (Derbyshire),Dean Hodgson (Gloucestershire)
and Alec Swann (Northamptonshire/Lancashire) amongst others, who have all
been kind enough to contribute their personal thoughts and stories on cricket
captaincy”. PL
Including illustrations by Patrick and running to over 150 pages, this paperback is
the first in a series of ‘A Leading Edge’ books. With writing already underway for
the second book, ‘Cricket: A Leading Edge for Bowlers’, and plans for similar
books for batters and fielders in the pipeline, Wesley and Patrick have found a
niche for a new type of cricket book which explains the previously unwritten side
of the coaching of the ‘game’ rather than just cricketing skills. Touching on topics
such as formulating a plan, setting a field for different
bowlers/situations/conditions, making tough decisions, spotting clues from the
batter to inform your plan and communication with players on and off the field,
this book is a must read, not just for aspiring leaders, but anyone who wants to
develop their understanding of the game of cricket.
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