
The Ultimate Teamster Guide: Raising,
Training, Driving, Showing, and Storey
Working Animals
Are you an aspiring teamster looking to enter the fascinating world of working
animals? Look no further! This comprehensive guide will take you through every
step of the journey - from raising and training to driving, showing, and storey
working animals. Whether you're interested in horses, oxen, mules, or any other
working animal, this article is packed with valuable information to help you
become a skilled teamster.

The Importance of Raising Animals with Proper Care

When it comes to working animals, their upbringing plays a crucial role in their
training and future success. This section will provide you with insights on how to
raise your animals with care, ensuring their health, happiness, and readiness for
work. From selecting the right breed and obtaining them from reputable sources
to providing proper nutrition and veterinary care, we've got you covered.

Training: The Key to a Successful Partnership

A well-trained animal is the backbone of a proficient teamster. In this part of the
guide, we explore various training techniques and methods designed to instill
obedience, discipline, and trust in your animal. We'll delve into the fundamentals
of ground training, harnessing, and teaching commands, gradually progressing to
more advanced skills such as pulling and maneuvering different loads.
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The Art of Driving and Handling Working Animals

Driving is an essential aspect of teamster work, and mastering this skill requires
practice and knowledge. We'll provide you with expert tips on how to handle your
animals while driving, ensuring safety, control, and effective communication. From
understanding reins and using appropriate aids to maneuvering through different
terrains, you'll gain valuable insights to navigate with confidence.

The Thrills of Showing Animals

Showing animals is a popular activity among teamsters, allowing them to
showcase their well-trained animals and compete against others in various
events. This section will introduce you to the exciting world of animal shows,
discussing different disciplines, showmanship techniques, and strategies for
success. Learn how to present your animals in the best possible light and
impress both judges and spectators.

Storey Working: Traditional Skills in Modern Times

The art of storey working involves using working animals to perform tasks that
were traditionally done by humans. Discover the historical significance of storey
working and how it remains relevant even in modern times. From plowing fields
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and hauling goods to logging and recreational carriage driving, this section
highlights the diversity of storey working tasks and offers guidance on how to
engage in these activities.

The Teamster Lifestyle: Dedication and Passion

Becoming a teamster is not just a hobby; it's a way of life. This final section
delves into the dedication and passion required to thrive in this unique endeavor.
Feel inspired by real-life stories of passionate teamsters who have dedicated their
lives to working animals. Explore the joys, challenges, and rewards of being a
teamster, and let their experiences motivate you to embark on this fulfilling
journey.

Remember, being a skilled teamster goes beyond mere knowledge. It requires
hands-on experience, patience, and a genuine love for animals. With this ultimate
guide as your companion, you're well on your way to becoming an accomplished
teamster and forming a lifelong partnership with your working animals.
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Versatile as well as powerful, oxen can plow fields, haul stones, assist in logging,
and improve roads. This comprehensive guide covers all aspects of selecting,
training, feeding, and caring for your oxen. You’ll learn how to fit yokes and bows,
address common challenges, and maintain your team’s overall health. Whether
you’re looking for an economical alternative to heavy machinery on the farm or
want to compete at the next county fair, Drew Conroy will help you achieve
success with your oxen.
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