
The Untold Story of Native American Heroism
and Patriotism
Native Americans have a rich and storied history that often goes untold. While
many are aware of the injustices they faced during the colonization of America,
their extraordinary acts of heroism and patriotism often go unnoticed. Today, we
bring you the inspiring tales of Native American warriors who fought with
unwavering courage and displayed unmatched loyalty to protect their land and
people.

The Battle of Little Bighorn: A Triumph of Native Bravery

One of the most legendary battles in Native American history is the Battle of Little
Bighorn. Led by Chief Sitting Bull, Lakota and Cheyenne warriors fiercely
defended their lands against the U.S. Army's 7th Cavalry Regiment. With tactical
brilliance, they outmaneuvered and outsmarted General Custer's forces, resulting
in a significant victory for the Native Americans.

The bravery displayed by Native American warriors during this battle was
extraordinary. Despite being heavily outnumbered, they fought relentlessly,
defending their families, their culture, and their lands. Through their unity and
determination, they sent a powerful message to the world: they would not be
conquered.
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Code Talkers: Unsung Heroes of World War II

During World War II, Native American code talkers played a crucial role in
securing victory for the Allied forces. These brave individuals used their native
languages as unbreakable codes, stumping the enemy and providing a significant
advantage to the United States.

Navajo code talkers, in particular, were instrumental in the Pacific theater. Their
intricate code, based on the Navajo language, was never cracked by the
Japanese, giving American troops a critical edge in communication. Their
contributions proved invaluable, and their heroism ensured the safety of
countless lives.

The Comanche Code Talkers: Forgotten Heroes

While the Navajo code talkers gained recognition and praise for their role in
World War II, another group of Native Americans was largely forgotten. The
Comanche code talkers provided invaluable support during various military
operations but received little recognition until recent years.
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Serving in the European theater, Comanche code talkers took part in dangerous
missions, relaying vital information in their native tongue, which the Germans
couldn't decipher. Their dedication and bravery played a significant role in Allied
successes and added another chapter to the Native American legacy of heroism.

Historical Context and Cultural Significance

Understanding the historical context surrounding Native American heroism and
patriotism is crucial to appreciating their contributions fully. Native American tribes
had a deep connection to their land and an unwavering commitment to protecting
it.

For them, patriotism was not just about serving a nation; it was about defending
their homeland and preserving their culture for future generations. This profound
commitment to their roots fueled their acts of bravery and heroism throughout
history.

Challenges and Ongoing Struggles

While celebrating the heroism of Native American warriors, we must not forget the
challenges they continue to face today. Many Native American communities
endure poverty, inadequate healthcare, and limited access to educational
opportunities.

Recognizing and addressing these ongoing struggles is crucial to honoring the
legacy of their heroism. By acknowledging their sacrifices and working towards a
more equitable future, we can ensure that Native American patriotism and
heroism never go unnoticed again.

The Legacy Lives On



The stories of Native American heroism and patriotism are too often overlooked in
mainstream historical narratives. From the Battle of Little Bighorn to the code
talkers of World War II, these brave warriors defied the odds and fought for a
cause greater than themselves.

As we celebrate their courage and resilience, let us remember that their legacy
lives on. The spirit of Native American heroism and patriotism continues to inspire
new generations, reminding us of the unbreakable bond between a people and
their land.
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For decades, American schoolchildren have learned only a smattering of facts
about Native American peoples, especially when it comes to service in the U.S.
military. They might know that Navajos served as Code Talkers during World War
II, but more often they learn that Native Americans were enemies of the United
States, not allies or patriots. In Warrior Spirit, author Herman J. Viola sets the
record straight by highlighting the military service—and major sacrifices—of
Native American soldiers and veterans in the U.S. armed services.
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American Indians have fought in uniform in each of our nation’s wars. Since
1775, despite a legacy of broken treaties, cultural suppression, and racial
discrimination, indigenous Americans have continued to serve in numbers that far
exceed their percentage of the general U.S. population. Warrior Spirit introduces
readers to unsung heroes, from the first Native guides and soldiers during the
Revolutionary War to those servicemen and -women who ventured to Vietnam,
Iraq, and Afghanistan.

This outstanding record of service begs a question: Why do American Indians
willingly serve a country that has treated them so poorly? Native veterans
invariably answer that they are a warrior people who have a sacred obligation to
defend their homeland and their families. Written to be accessible to young adult
readers, Warrior Spirit is a valuable resource for any reader interested in Native
American military history.
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