
The Untold Story of Ploesti: The Most Fateful
Mission Of World War II
As World War II raged on, one mission stands out as one of the most perilous
and consequential of all time: the bombing raid on Ploesti. In a daring attempt to
cripple Nazi Germany's oil production, Allied forces embarked on a treacherous
journey that would forever etch its place in history. This is the gripping tale of how
Ploesti became the epicenter of a mission that cost many lives but shaped the
outcome of the war.

The Importance of Ploesti: Nazi Germany's Oil Production

In the early 1940s, Germany's war machine was heavily reliant on oil to fuel its
operations. Ploesti, a city located in present-day Romania, held significant oil
reserves and numerous refineries that supplied a large portion of Germany's oil.
The strategic value of Ploesti was impossible to ignore, making it a prime target
for Allied forces seeking to disrupt Hitler's war effort.

The mission to bomb Ploesti aimed to deal a devastating blow to the heart of Nazi
Germany's oil production. By severely damaging or destroying the refineries, the
Allies hoped to cripple Germany's ability to sustain its war machinery, thereby
shifting the power dynamics of the entire conflict.
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Prelude to Disaster: The Planning and Preparation

The plan to bomb Ploesti was no easy task. Strategic planning, intelligence
gathering, and meticulous preparations were necessary to minimize risks and
maximize the chances of success. However, despite all efforts, the mission was
shrouded in uncertainty and danger from the start.

In the months leading up to the raid, intense reconnaissance missions were
conducted to gather vital information about the area. Detailed maps were created
to highlight targets, while intelligence agencies monitored German defenses,
troop movements, and anti-aircraft installations surrounding Ploesti.

The mission required an enormous amount of coordination and a carefully
orchestrated operation. Multiple airbases across different countries were
involved, combining their forces to launch a massive assault on Ploesti. The
crews were trained extensively, and the aircraft were modified to carry bomb
loads and additional fuel for the long journey ahead.

The Raid on Ploesti: Courage and Sacrifice

On August 1, 1943, the fateful day had arrived. A total of 177 B-24 Liberator
bombers took off from airbases in North Africa, aiming to breach the enemy
defenses and strike at the heart of Ploesti. The raid, code-named "Operation Tidal
Wave," would go down in history as one of the deadliest air assaults of World War
II.
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As the bombers approached Ploesti, German anti-aircraft fire filled the sky,
creating a lethal storm of flak. The enemy defenses were well-prepared, and the
Allied forces faced intense resistance from the ground as well as fierce dogfights
in the air. The harsh realities of war quickly set in, as many planes were shot
down, and brave airmen lost their lives.

Despite the heavy fire and the loss of many aircraft, some bombers managed to
hit their targets with devastating accuracy. The firefighting apparatus at the
refineries was unable to cope with the intensity of the fire, resulting in massive
explosions and the destruction of vital oil infrastructure.

The Aftermath: Assessing the Impact

The raid on Ploesti came at a tremendous cost. Out of the 177 aircraft that
participated in the mission, 54 were lost, and hundreds of airmen lost their lives.
However, despite the heavy casualties, the operation achieved its intended effect.

The damage inflicted on Ploesti was substantial, with a significant portion of the
oil infrastructure crippled or destroyed. Germany's oil production was severely
hampered, impacting its ability to sustain its war machine. The Allies' strategic
gamble paid off as Ploesti's importance gradually waned and the balance of
power shifted in their favor.

The raid on Ploesti was a turning point in World War II, illustrating the courage
and sacrifice of the brave men who risked everything on a single mission. Their
dedication ensured that the tides of war were shifted in favor of the Allied forces,
eventually leading to the downfall of Nazi Germany.

Remembering the Heroes: Ploesti's Legacy



The mission on Ploesti remains a testament to the bravery and determination of
those who fought for freedom during World War II. While the sacrifices made
were great, their actions ensured a brighter future for generations to come.
Ploesti serves as a reminder of the valiant efforts made by all those who
contributed to the Allied victory and the ultimate triumph over tyranny.

, Ploesti was undoubtedly the most fateful mission of World War II. The raid was a
pivotal moment that reshaped the course of the war and contributed to the final
Allied victory. This remarkable operation, filled with heroism, tragedy, and
strategic importance, will forever be etched in the annals of history.
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The True Story of the Daring Attempt to Cripple Nazi Germany's Oil Production

A detailed and vivid account of the World War II disaster."—Booklist

"Into the Fire shimmers with historical parallels and modern resonances. . . .
Schultz combed an impressive body of material for this account." —Washington
Times
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"This bittersweet tale of arrogance, wishful thinking, sacrifice, and heroism is
recounted with grace and empathy." —Military.com

"Schultz combines a historian's meticulous research and a novelist's hypnotic
prose to produce this memorable popular history... Shultz's intimate account of
this controversial episode is a timely reminder of the horrors of war and a moving
tribute to Ploestl's heroes." —Publishers Weekly

"We knew it was a disaster and knew that in the flames shooting up from those
refinerieswe might be burned to death. But we went right in." —Lt. Norman
Whalen

"We were dragged through the mouth of hell."—from a Ploesti Mission debriefing
report

Planned by Winston Churchill, authorized by Dwight D. Eisenhower, and
executed by five specially trained American bomber units, the attack on the oil
refineries of Ploesti, Romania, was among the most daring and dangerous
missions of World War II. If the raid succeeded, the Nazi war machine would
suffer a devastating blow. On August 1, 1943, nearly two hundred B-24 bombers
flew from Benghazi, North Africa, with directions to descend on Ploesti at treetop
level, bomb the refineries, and return. The low-level bombers could evade enemy
radar and were thought to be more difficult to shoot down. But despite warnings
that a German heavy flak train had been moved into the area and that the
secrecy of their mission had been compromised, the bombers were sent out.
Minutes from the target, one of the commanders made a wrong turn, leading the
formations away from Ploesti. Recovering from this mistake, most of the bombers
relocated the refineries, but the mission was doomed. The ensuing air-ground
battle claimed dozens of the bombers, and many of those that survived the ordeal



were forced to ditch in the ocean or in remote areas due to lack of fuel or
structural damage.

In Into the Fire: Ploesti, The Most Fateful Mission of World War II, Duane Schultz
re-creates this great battle, combining original research and interviews with
survivors in order to capture the tension, drama, and heroics of the warring sides.
More Medals of Honor were awarded for this mission than any other aerial
combat enterprise in the history of the United States. But the medals are
bittersweet testimony to the courage of the 1,726 young men who risked all on a
fateful attempt to cut off the Nazi supply of "black gold."
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