
The World Time Diaspora: Exploring the
Cultural Perceptions of Time Around the
Globe
When it comes to the concept of time, different cultures around the world have
their unique perceptions and ways of interpreting it. From the bustling streets of
New York City to the serene farmlands of rural Japan, time plays a crucial role in
shaping the daily lives and cultural practices of people. In this article, we delve
into the fascinating world of the World Time Diaspora - a global exploration of
how time is perceived across various cultures, offering insights into their
historical, social, and philosophical contexts.

The Fluidity of Time: Unveiling the Cosmic Perception

In Western societies, time is commonly seen as a linear progression, divided into
the past, present, and future. However, many cultures embrace a more fluid
perception of time, where past, present, and future intertwine seamlessly. One
such culture is the indigenous community of the Aboriginal people in Australia,
who view time as an eternal cycle, emphasizing the importance of harmonious
coexistence with nature and ancestors.

The Aboriginal understanding of time is deeply rooted in the Dreamtime, an
ancestral period that stretches back to the creation of the world. Dreamtime
connects past, present, and future, and acts as a spiritual guidance for Aboriginal
people, shaping their daily rituals, storytelling, and understanding of their place
within the universe.
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While Western societies often prioritize punctuality and strict adherence to
schedules, cultures like the Aboriginals embrace a flexible perception of time,
where events unfold in accordance with natural rhythms rather than clock digits.

Magic and Rituals: The Mythological Time

Many ancient cultures believed that time was intertwined with magic and
mythology. Mythological time represents a realm where supernatural forces
influence the passage of time, often associated with creation myths, gods, and
celestial events. This perception of time can be seen in ancient civilizations like
the Egyptians, Greeks, and Mayans.

The ancient Egyptians, for instance, had a unique perception of time deeply
rooted in spirituality and religious beliefs. They saw time as cyclical and viewed
their pharaohs as divine rulers who maintained cosmic order. The rising and
setting of the sun, the Nile floods, and the annual cycle of agricultural seasons
played significant roles in shaping the Egyptian perception of time, often
intertwined with elaborate rituals and religious ceremonies.
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The Mayans, known for their advanced astronomical knowledge, believed that
time goes through cycles, with each era representing a distinct stage in human
existence. Their intricate calendar systems, such as the Long Count and the
Tzolk'in, served as tools to predict celestial events, track historical events, and
guide cultural rituals.

The Mastery of Present Moment: Zen and the Art of Time

While Western cultures often find themselves caught up in the pursuit of the
future or lamenting over the past, some Eastern philosophies prioritize the
present moment above all else. Zen Buddhism, particularly influential in Japan,
offers a unique perspective on time, emphasizing the beauty and significance of
every passing moment.

Zen practitioners believe in focusing their attention on the present, immersing
themselves fully in the experience at hand, whether it be drinking a cup of tea,
tending a garden, or engaging in meditation. By embracing the concept of
"nowness," Zen teaches individuals to cultivate mindfulness and awareness,
appreciating the fleeting nature of time.

Japanese cultural practices, such as tea ceremonies and flower arranging,
embody this Zen approach to time. These activities are carefully performed with
absolute attention and precision, reflecting the essence of the present moment
and honoring the deep-rooted heritage and philosophy.

The Intricacies of Schedule: The Punctuality Paradox

While some cultures emphasize the fluidity of time, others place great importance
on strict adherence to schedules and punctuality. German, Swiss, and Japanese
cultures are well-known for their meticulous time management and efficiency in



their daily routines, contrasting with more relaxed attitudes in countries like Spain
or Brazil.

In Japan, for instance, punctuality is deeply ingrained in societal norms. Being on
time is seen as a sign of respect and commitment, reflecting the value placed on
harmony and order. Trains arrive and depart with unrivaled precision, and
business meetings rarely deviate from their allotted time slots.

These cultural expectations can often lead to a sense of urgency and pressure to
conform, but they also bring forth effective communication and coordination,
allowing for smooth functioning within businesses and public services.

As we venture into the diverse world of cultural perceptions of time, we come to
appreciate the rich tapestry of human existence. Whether it be the Aboriginal
people cherishing their spiritual connection to nature or the Zen practitioners
cherishing each passing moment, our perceptions of time shape our lives, our
traditions, and our understanding of the universe.

The World Time Diaspora unveils the intricate threads that intertwine time and
culture, highlighting the diverse and fascinating ways in which people from
different corners of the globe perceive and coexist with the ever-present concept
of time.
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The year is 2043, two years after the “8/8 Event,” in which three African slave
ship appeared off the coast of New York and New Jersey. These are uncertain
times.

Anxiety sets in as Gerry Baines is set to launch his presidential campaign that will
push his private life into the public.

The relationship between Maximilian Oroko and Kiki Bishop continues to blossom
as the two work to manage their lives amidst inter-dimensional circumstances.

Meanwhile, in the year 2642, Davis Oroko has the perfect plan: using time travel,
he will rescue Africans from ill-fated slave ships, relocating them to a settlement
in an alternate timeline in order to reset African civilization as if European
colonization never happened. However, due to an unfortunate series of
circumstances, his plans are in jeopardy, and the space/time continuum itself is
on verge of collapse.

And what about this Alistair Green?

In this continuation of the story which began in “The Maximilian Emancipation,”
author Charles A. Conyers, Jr. brings back some familiar characters, and
introduces a few new players, in an adventure that spans multiple timelines,
dimensions, and beyond.
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