
Their Possible Beginnings Actions And
Relationships In The Third Millennium BCE

In the vast expanse of history, the events that took place in the third millennium
BCE hold a significant place. As we delve into the possible beginnings, actions,
and relationships of civilizations during this era, we uncover captivating stories
that have shaped our world today.

Ancient civilizations such as Mesopotamia, Egypt, the Indus Valley, and
Mesoamerica were born amidst diverse landscapes and evolved into prosperous
societies. Each civilization developed unique cultural practices, advanced
technologies, and intricate social structures that held different meanings to their
people.
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The Mesopotamians, residing in the fertile land between the Tigris and Euphrates
Rivers, witnessed the birth of city-states and the invention of writing. They
established complex legal systems and built grand ziggurats that reached
towards the heavens, symbolizing their spiritual beliefs.

Across the vast deserts of Egypt emerged a civilization characterized by the
structural marvels of the pyramids. These awe-inspiring monuments served as
tombs for pharaohs, targeted for eternal life in the afterworld. The Egyptians also
developed a meticulous system of hieroglyphics that encapsulated their religious
and administrative practices.

Far in the east, the Indus Valley civilization thrived along the banks of the Indus
River. They constructed intricate sewage and drainage systems, showcasing
remarkable urban planning. The artifacts discovered from this period provide
insights into their unique script, art, and religious symbolism.
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In remote regions of Mesoamerica, civilizations like the Olmecs and the Mayans
flourished. The Olmecs were known for their colossal stone heads and their
influence on subsequent Mesoamerican cultures. The Mayans, on the other
hand, developed a sophisticated calendar system, recorded astronomical
observations, and built magnificent cities with towering pyramids.

As these civilizations began to interact with each other, trade and cultural
exchanges flourished. The Silk Road, stretching thousands of miles, connected
the East and the West, allowing goods, ideas, and innovations to spread across
continents. This interconnectedness fostered the transmission of knowledge,
technology, and ideologies that impacted the development of civilizations.

While the scale and complexity of these civilizations are truly remarkable, it is
important to understand that they faced challenges as well. Environmental
factors, warfare, and political fluctuations influenced their rise and fall. In
excavated ruins and written records, we find glimpses of their struggles and
triumphs – stories that serve as reminders of our shared human history.

In the third millennium BCE, the actions and relationships of ancient civilizations
laid the foundation for future generations. They laid the groundwork for political
systems, architectural wonders, cultural practices, and intellectual pursuits that
continue to shape our world today. Thus, exploring their beginnings not only
enriches our understanding of the past but also offers valuable insights into our
present and future.
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This volume explores the earliest appearances and functions of the five major
Egyptian goddesses Neith, Hathor, Nut, Isis and Nephthys. Although their
importance endured throughout more than three millennia of ancient Egyptian
history, their origins, earliest roles, and relationships in religion, myth, and cult
have never before been studied together in detail.

Showcasing the latest research with carefully chosen illustrations and a full
bibliography, Susan Tower Hollis suggests that the origins of the goddesses
derived primarily from their functions, as, shown by their first appearances in the
text and art of the Protodynastic, Early Dynastic, and Old Kingdom periods of the
late fourth and third millennia BCE. The roles of the goddess Bat are also
explored where she is viewed both as an independent figure and in her specific
connections to Hathor, including the background to their shared bovine
iconography. Hollis provides evidence of the goddesses' close ties with royalty
and, in the case of Neith, her special connections to early queens.

Vital reading for all scholars of Egyptian religion and other ancient religions and
mythology, this volume brings to light the earliest origins of these goddesses who
would go on to play major parts in later narratives, myths, and mortuary cult.
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