
Thirteen Ways Of Looking At Wallace Stevens
Muse Books: An Engaging Journey

The world of literature is filled with countless treasures -- books that transport us
to different realms, spark our imagination, and challenge our perspectives.
Among these treasures, one name stands tall: Wallace Stevens, a poet whose
words have captivated generations. However, to fully comprehend the inspiration
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behind Stevens' works, one must delve into the complexities of his muse, Muse
Books.

What Makes Muse Books So Special?

Muse Books, a collection of thirteen volumes that encompass the essence of
Wallace Stevens' creative process, offer a profound insight into the poetic mind.
Each book represents a unique facet of Stevens' imagination, a window into the
thirteen ways of looking at the world from his perspective.
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Unveiling the Thirteen Layers

1. The Book of Language: This volume dissects the power of words and their
ability to shape our reality. Stevens believed that language held the key to
unlocking the doors of perception, and this book enlightens readers about the
nuances of linguistic expression.

2. The Book of Nature: Stevens found solace in the natural world, drawing
inspiration from its beauty and grandeur. The second book explores the
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relationship between human existence and the environment, emphasizing the
interconnectedness that binds us all.

3. The Book of Myth: Mythology plays a crucial role in Stevens' work, and this
volume delves deep into the mythical realms that he often drew upon. It explores
the timeless archetypes that exist in our collective consciousness, weaving
narratives that resonate across cultures and generations.

4. The Book of Love: Love, both romantic and platonic, holds immense power
over human lives. This book intimately explores the depths of human emotions,
unraveling the complexities of love through Stevens' poignant verses.

5. The Book of Reflection: Self-reflection and introspection were integral
aspects of Stevens' poetic process. In this book, readers traverse the labyrinth of
the poet's mind, discovering hidden thoughts and personal revelations.

6. The Book of Imagination: Stevens believed in the transformative power of
imagination, embracing the fantastical as a means to understand reality. This
volume encourages readers to unleash their own imaginative faculties,
discovering new perspectives and expanding their horizons.

7. The Book of War: The impact of conflict and war on the human condition
forms the core of this book. Stevens' experiences during World War I influenced
his works profoundly, and through this volume, readers come face to face with the
artist's contemplations on the destruction and fragility of life.

8. The Book of Time: Time is an ever-present force that shapes our existence,
and this book encapsulates Stevens' fascination with its intangible nature.
Through introspective verses, readers confront the ephemeral, questioning our



perception of time and confronting the delicate balance between past, present,
and future.

9. The Book of Humor: Even in the depths of reflection and introspection, humor
often finds its way into Wallace Stevens' poetry. This book showcases the lighter
side of his works, offering moments of levity amidst contemplation.

10. The Book of Dissonance: Stevens embraced dissonance as an essential
element of artistic expression. This volume challenges readers to confront the
discordant aspects of life, exploring the beauty that exists within the chaos.

11. The Book of Silence: Silence, in Stevens' eyes, was not mere absence of
sound but a profound presence in itself. This book invites readers to listen to the
silence between words and find solace in the unspoken.

12. The Book of Philosophy: Philosophy served as a guiding light for Stevens'
exploration of existence. This volume introduces readers to the philosophical
underpinnings that influenced his work, encouraging them to contemplate
profound questions about life, meaning, and reality.

13. The Book of Transcendence: Stevens' final book transcends the boundaries
of human existence, inviting readers to journey into the metaphysical realms. It
explores the ethereal, the cosmos, and the elusive nature of transcendence.

An Invitation to Dive Deeper

Stevens' Muse Books offer a doorway to thirteen alternate realities, each
brimming with wisdom, beauty, and introspection. Through these volumes,
readers embark on an engaging journey that challenges their perception of the
world and encourages them to explore the depths of their own creativity.



So, pick up Wallace Stevens' Muse Books, and allow yourself to be transported
into a realm where language, nature, love, reflection, and transcendence
intertwine. Discover the thirteen ways of looking at the world, embrace the muse
that inspired an immortal poet, and unfurl the layers of existence hidden within
each page.

Embrace the Muse

Wallace Stevens' poetic genius is inexorably linked to the influence of Muse
Books. These thirteen volumes, encapsulating his journey through life, art, and
self-discovery, provide an unparalleled insight into Stevens' intricate mind.
Embrace the muse, and let it guide you on a transformative journey of
contemplation and profound understanding.
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HowtoLive,What to Do is an indispensable to and guide through the work of a
poet equal in power and sensibility to Shakespeare and Milton. Like them,
Stevens shaped a new language, fashioning an instrument adequate to
describing a completely changed environment of fact, extending perception
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through his poems to align what Emerson called our “axis of vision” with the
universe as it came to be understood during his lifetime, 1879–1955, a span
shared with Albert Einstein. Projecting his own imagination into spacetime as “a
priest of the invisible,” persistently cultivating his cosmic consciousness through
reading, keeping abreast of the latest discoveries of Einstein, Max Planck, Niels
Bohr, Louis de Broglie, and others, Stevens pushed the boundaries of language
into the exotic territories of relativity and quantum mechanics while at the same
time honoring the continuing human need for belief in some larger order. His work
records how to live, what to do in this strange new world of experience, seeing
what was always seen but never seen before. 

Joan Richardson, author of the standard two-volume critical biography of Stevens
and coeditor with Frank Kermode of the Library of America edition of the
Collected Poetry and Prose, offers concise, lucid captures of Stevens’s
development and achievement. Over the ten years of researching her Stevens
biography, Richardson read all that he read, as well as his complete
correspondence, journals, and notebooks. She weaves the details drawn from
this deep involvement into the background of American cultural history of the
period. This fabric is further enlivened by her preparation in philosophy and the
sciences, creating in these thirteen panels a contemporary version of a medieval
tapestry sequence, with Stevens in the place of the unicorn, as it were, holding
our attention and eliciting, as necessary angel, individual solutions to the riddles
of our existence on this planet spinning and hissing around its cooling star at 18.5
miles per second.
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