
Tuscarawas County Ohio: A Hidden Gem in
the Heartland of America
When you think of Ohio, bustling cities like Columbus or Cleveland may come to
mind. However, nestled in the heartland of America lies Tuscarawas County, a
hidden gem waiting to be explored. This picturesque destination offers a perfect
blend of small-town charm and natural beauty, making it an ideal getaway for
both history buffs and nature enthusiasts alike.

Discovering the Rich History of Tuscarawas County

Tuscarawas County has a rich history dating back to the early 1800s. The county
was named after the Tuscarawas River, which flows through its boundaries.
Today, visitors can explore this history through the various landmarks and
museums scattered throughout the county.

The Warther Museum, located in Dover, is a must-visit for anyone interested in
the art of wood carving. Ernest "Mooney" Warther was a master carver who
created intricate steam locomotives out of wood. At the museum, you can witness
his breathtaking creations and get a glimpse into his extraordinary talent.
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Another historical gem in the county is the Historic Schoenbrunn Village, a
reconstruction of the first Christian settlement in Ohio. Step back in time as you
explore the village, which features period buildings, gardens, and costumed
interpreters. This living history museum offers a fascinating look into the lives of
the early pioneers in the area.

Embracing the Beauty of Nature

While Tuscarawas County is steeped in history, it is also home to stunning natural
landscapes that will take your breath away. The Tuscarawas River Valley offers a
multitude of outdoor activities, including hiking, biking, and fishing.

One of the most popular destinations for outdoor enthusiasts is the Ohio & Erie
Canalway. Stretching over 110 miles, this scenic trail follows the historic Ohio &
Erie Canal and offers breathtaking views of the surrounding countryside. Whether
you prefer to walk, bike, or kayak, the Ohio & Erie Canalway provides endless
opportunities to immerse yourself in nature.

If you're a fan of wildlife, be sure to visit the Norma Johnson Center. Spanning
over 300 acres, this nature preserve is home to diverse ecosystems, including
wetlands, meadows, and forests. Take a leisurely hike along the well-maintained
trails and keep an eye out for the various species of birds, amphibians, and
mammals that call this place home.

Exploring Tuscarawas County through Trailing
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To truly experience the beauty of Tuscarawas County, consider embarking on one
of the many trails that wind through its landscape. The Tuscarawas County
Discover Trails system offers over 50 miles of trails for walking, running, or biking.

One popular trail is the Ohio & Erie Canal Towpath Trail. This 85-mile trail follows
the historic canal and showcases some of the county's most scenic views.
Whether you're a seasoned hiker or just looking for a leisurely stroll, this trail
offers something for everyone.

If you're interested in history, the Zoar Valley Trail is a must-visit. This 20-mile trail
takes you through the charming village of Zoar, which was founded in 1817 by
German separatists. As you walk or bike along the trail, you'll pass historic
buildings and learn about the fascinating history of the village.

Unforgettable Experiences in Tuscarawas County

Aside from its rich history and natural beauty, Tuscarawas County offers a wide
range of unique experiences that will leave a lasting impression.

One such experience is a ride on the Age of Steam Roundhouse Railroad. This
one-of-a-kind attraction allows visitors to step back in time and explore a fully
functional roundhouse and museum dedicated to steam locomotives. Marvel at
the meticulously restored engines and learn about the fascinating history of rail
transportation.

For those seeking a taste of the local culinary scene, the Tuscarawas Valley
Farmers Market is a must-visit. Open every Saturday from May to October, this
market showcases the best of the region's fresh produce, baked goods, and
artisan crafts. It's the perfect place to sample the flavors of Tuscarawas County
and support local growers and artisans.



Tuscarawas County, Ohio, may be a hidden gem, but it's certainly worth
discovering. With its rich history, breathtaking natural landscapes, and unique
experiences, this destination offers something for everyone. So, whether you're a
history enthusiast, nature lover, or simply looking for a charming getaway, make
sure to put Tuscarawas County on your travel bucket list – you won't be
disappointed.
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Although comprised of only 18 communities, Tuscarawas County, Ohio boasts a
long and varied history.

Rich in Native American and early pioneer lore, Tuscarawas is the birthplace of
the first pioneer settlement in the Ohio County (1772-1777),and home to the only
Revolutionary War fort in the state, erected in 1778 near Bolivar. Coal mines, a
significant source of employment for residents of the county, dotted the
countryside, and the Ohio Erie Canal, which ran the entire length of the county,
provided transportation for area goods and people. Unfortunately, major flooding
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in 1913 caused intensive damage to low-lying settlements, but more recently,
archaeological expeditions have sketched an image of early life in these
communities, and have even uncovered a Revolutionary War burial site.
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