US Standard Type Battleships 1941-45 - A
Force to be Reckoned With

During the years 1941-45, the United States Navy saw the rise of an exceptional

class of battleships known as the US Standard Type. These powerful warships
played a pivotal role in shaping the outcome of World War Il and left a lasting
legacy. In this article, we will explore the history, design, and impact of the US

Standard Type battleships.

to the US Standard Type Battleships

Designed as a response to emerging naval threats during World War Il, the US
Standard Type battleships represented the pinnacle of American naval

engineering at the time. These battleships were intended to project American
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power across the vast expanses of the Pacific Ocean and challenge the navies of

Axis powers.
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Design and Features

The US Standard Type battleships were known for their immense size and
superior firepower. They typically measured around 900 feet in length and
displaced over 45,000 tons. These battleships were armed with a formidable
main battery of nine 16-inch guns, which gave them a significant advantage over

their adversaries.

Their armor protection was also top-notch. The US Standard Type battleships
featured extensive armor plating that ranged from 16 to 18.1 inches in thickness.
This allowed them to withstand enemy attacks and provided a shield for their

crew members.
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One of the key features that set these battleships apart from their predecessors
was their advanced fire control systems. Equipped with cutting-edge radar and
targeting technology, the US Standard Type battleships had unparalleled

accuracy, enabling them to strike enemy targets with remarkable precision.

Notable Battles and Contributions

Throughout World War 11, the US Standard Type battleships played a crucial role
in numerous major naval engagements. From the pivotal Battle of Midway to the
fierce clashes during the Guadalcanal campaign, these battleships demonstrated

their effectiveness and turned the tide of the war in favor of the Allied forces.

One of the most celebrated battles involving a US Standard Type battleship was
the Battle of Leyte Gulf in 1944. During this engagement, the USS Missouri fired
its guns at enemy ships, including the Japanese super-battleship Yamato,
delivering devastating blows and participating in the sinking of several enemy
vessels. This battle showcased the incredible firepower and resilience of the US

Standard Type battleships.

Legacy and Influence

After the end of World War II, the US Standard Type battleships continued to
serve and made significant contributions during subsequent conflicts. The most
famous example is the USS Missouri, which hosted the surrender of Japan on its

deck in 1945, marking the official end of the war.

Despite their substantial impact, the of aircraft carriers and evolving military
strategies caused the eventual decommissioning of the US Standard Type
battleships. However, their influence and significance cannot be understated, as

they paved the way for the development of modern naval warfare.



The US Standard Type battleships were a symbol of American military prowess
during World War Il. Their impressive size, firepower, and advanced technologies
made them a formidable force on the seas. From their crucial role in major battles
to their lasting legacy in shaping naval warfare, these battleships remain an

important part of history.

Resources:
» USS Missouri Ship History
« WW2DB - USS Missouri Specifications
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This book completes an authoritative two-part study on the Standard-type US
battleships of World War Il — ships that were designed to fight a different type of
war than the one that unfolded. It gives precise technical details of the design
history and features of the Tennessee, Colorado and the unfinished South Dakota
and Lexington classes, whilst providing an operational history of the former two.

Written by a leading expert on the US Navy in World War Il and augmented by
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contemporary photographs and specially commissioned illustrations, this is the
other half of the story of the US Standard-type battleships — from the terrible
damage they sustained at Pearl Harbor to their support of the war-winning

landings of the US Marine Corps and US Army.
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