
Unraveling the Infamous Dalton Gang: An
Accurate Account of the Coffeyville Raid

Coffeyville, a small town in Kansas, was once the setting of a notorious event that
would forever be etched in the pages of American history - the Coffeyville Raid
orchestrated by the infamous Dalton Gang. This brazen robbery attempt, which
took place on October 5, 1892, shocked the nation and left an indelible mark on
the town and its residents.

An Overview of the Dalton Gang

The Dalton Gang, comprising of Bob, Grat, and Emmett Dalton, along with their
associates Cole and Jim Younger, were a ruthless group of outlaws who
terrorized the American Midwest during the late 19th century. Their audacious
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spree of bank and train robberies instilled fear in the hearts of law-abiding
citizens, making them one of the most feared criminal organizations of their time.
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Originating from Coffeyville itself, the Dalton brothers were no strangers to the
town and its inhabitants. Born to a respectable family, their descent into a life of
crime remains a subject of intrigue and speculation to this day. While some
believe that their involvement in the Civil War and the subsequent turmoil turned
them towards a life of lawlessness, others argue that the allure of easy money
and the thrill of adventure led them down this dangerous path.

The gang's successful robberies in various states granted them notoriety,
attracting both admiration and disdain among the masses. But it was their return
to their hometown that sealed their fate and added to their mystique, as the
daring Coffeyville Raid would be their final act.

The Infamous Coffeyville Raid
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The fateful day of October 5, 1892, saw the Dalton Gang putting their audacity
and meticulous planning on full display. Their target: two banks simultaneously -
the Condon National Bank and the First National Bank. The aim: to amass a
fortune that would secure their notoriety and ensure their place in the annals of
history.

As the Dalton Gang rode into town with guns blazing, the unsuspecting citizens
were taken aback by the sheer audacity of the outlaws. With the element of
surprise on their side, the gang took control of the banks and swiftly began looting
the vaults.

However, unknown to them, the townsfolk had rallied together in a desperate bid
to protect their beloved town and put an end to the Dalton Gang menace. Armed
men lined the streets, ready to exchange gunfire with the robbers. The ensuing
chaos resulted in a fierce exchange of bullets that left several members of the
gang dead or severely wounded.

Although the Dalton brothers and their accomplices fought valiantly, the
townspeople's sheer determination and bravery ultimately prevailed. The raid
ended in a bloody shootout, leaving a lasting mark on Coffeyville and its history.

The Legacy of the Coffeyville Raid

The Coffeyville Raid marked a turning point in the battle against lawlessness and
solidified the legend of the Dalton Gang. The bravery displayed by the
townspeople against these notorious outlaws became a symbol of resilience and
determination in the face of adversity.

Furthermore, the Coffeyville Raid led to significant changes in law enforcement
practices. The incident prompted communities across the nation to reassess their
security measures and invest in more advanced methods to combat crime. The



event prompted a more coordinated approach between local authorities and the
formation of vigilante groups, all fueled by the need to protect innocent lives and
maintain law and order.

An Accurate Account: Dispelling Myths and Legends

The story of the Dalton Gang and the Coffeyville Raid has been subject to
numerous embellishments and exaggerations over the years. In popular culture,
the outlaws have been immortalized as folk heroes, their exploits depicted in
countless books, movies, and folklore. However, it is important to separate fact
from fiction and deliver an accurate account of this significant event.

While the exact motivations behind the Dalton brothers' turn to criminality remain
unclear, it is evident that the Coffeyville Raid was a pivotal moment in their
criminal career. The incident highlighted the sheer audacity of their actions and
the resilience of the townspeople.

Aftermath of the Coffeyville Raid, the surviving brothers faced legal
consequences, but their names continued to live on as symbols of the Wild West
era. The legacy of the Dalton Gang serves as a reminder of the turbulent times
that shaped the American frontier, showcasing both heroism and the dark side of
human nature.

, the Coffeyville Raid will forever be remembered as a significant event in
American history, highlighting the bravery of the townspeople and the relentless
pursuit of justice. The story of the Dalton Gang continues to captivate audiences,
prompting debates surrounding the motivations and impact of their actions. By
seeking an accurate account, we can delve into the truth behind this captivating
tale of lawlessness and the efforts to restore peace and order in the Wild West.
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This is an illustrated account of the Dalton Gang's unsuccessful raid on two
banks in Coffeyville, Kansas on October 5, 1892. Originally published by the
Coffeyville Historical Society, this reprint includes an updated foreword by the
author. Included in the book are brief histories of the area, the Dalton family, the
brothers (Bob, Grat, and Emmett) both as lawmen and as outlaws, and a detailed
account of the raid and its aftermath, including information about the citizens who
rose to the defense of their town. The author, Lue Diver Barndollar, has appeared
on the History Channel as an expert on the Dalton Gang and Coffeyville, Kansas.
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