
Unveiling the Astonishing Story of Little Baby
Jesus Estate Walls NHB Modern Plays!

Are you ready to dive into the fascinating world of Little Baby Jesus Estate Walls?
Prepare to be captivated by this NHB modern play that pushes boundaries and
challenges societal norms. In this article, we will provide a comprehensive review
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of the play, discussing its themes, characters, and impact on contemporary
theater.

Themes and Social Commentary

Little Baby Jesus Estate Walls delves deep into the lives of three teenagers living
in a council estate. The play explores themes of identity, friendship, religion, and
growing up in a disadvantaged environment. NHB modern plays are known for
their thought-provoking content, and this one is no exception.
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The estate walls serve as a metaphor for the limitations imposed on the
characters by their surroundings. However, it also represents the resilience and
hope that can be found within these walls. The play challenges the audience to
question societal prejudices and encourages empathy towards marginalized
communities.

Characters and Performances

The cast of Little Baby Jesus Estate Walls brings the characters to life with their
outstanding performances. Each actor fully immerses themselves in their role,
delivering nuanced portrayals that add layers of depth to the story. From the
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rebellious Joanne to the introspective Kehinde and the enigmatic Rugrat, the
characters in this play are both relatable and memorable.

The dialogue is sharp, realistic, and filled with witty banter. It captures the
essence of youth and portrays the struggles faced by teenagers in a convincing
manner. The actors' chemistry and on-stage dynamics contribute to the
authenticity of the relationships depicted in the play.

Impact on Contemporary Theater

Little Baby Jesus Estate Walls has made a significant impact on contemporary
theater since its debut. The play has received critical acclaim for its innovative
storytelling and fresh perspective on urban life. It addresses important issues
often overlooked in mainstream media, bringing them to the forefront of public
discourse.

NHB modern plays, including Little Baby Jesus Estate Walls, have set a new
standard for diversity and inclusivity in theater. They offer a platform for
underrepresented voices to be heard, challenging the traditional narratives that
dominate the industry. This play has paved the way for other similar works that
strive to break boundaries and promote social change through art.

Little Baby Jesus Estate Walls NHB Modern Plays is a play that demands
attention. Its thought-provoking themes, exceptional performances, and impact on
contemporary theater make it a must-see production. The play sheds light on the
struggles faced by marginalized communities, challenging societal norms, and
fostering empathy.

If you are a theater enthusiast or someone looking for a captivating story that
pushes boundaries, Little Baby Jesus Estate Walls is the perfect choice. Get
ready to embark on a journey that will leave you questioning your preconceived



notions and inspire you to make a difference. Don't miss out on this
groundbreaking NHB modern play!
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Two plays, both set in contemporary inner-city London, showcasing the
remarkable poetic and theatrical imagination of writer/performer Arinzé Kene.

Little Baby Jesus is a lyrical triptych of three intertwining, colliding monologues
about the life-changing moments when three young people 'grew up'. Joanne is
dipped in rudeness, rolled in attitude and is fighting to keep her life afloat.
Sensitive and mature he may be, yet Kehinde struggles with an obsession for
mixed-race girls as he eyes his place on the social ladder. Rugrat is the class
clown and playground loudmouth, and just wants to make it past GCSEs.

Estate Walls is the story of Obi, a young writer who dreams of leaving his estate,
but with bad boys Myles and Cain for best friends, there are bound to be
setbacks…

Both plays premiered at Ovalhouse Theatre in south London, directed by Ché
Walker, with Estate Walls winning Arinzé the Most Promising Playwright at the
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Offies (Off West Theatre Awards) in 2011. Little Baby Jesus was revived at the
Orange Tree Theatre, Richmond, in 2019, directed by winner of the JMK Young
Director Award Tristan Fynn-Aiduenu.

'An intense, visceral and vivid portrayal of the often-brutal reality of growing up. It
feels starkly authentic and cruel, whilst at times is wildly funny and is all the more
appealing for it' - Broadway World on Little Baby Jesus

'A huge groundswell of hormones, mistakes, loneliness and searching. You feel,
emotionally, like you know the story and care about these three teenagers and
that is why Arinzé Kene is brilliant' - Time Out on Little Baby Jesus

'The great joy of the play springs from Kene's sharp-eyed, witty observations and
the lyricism of his descriptive writing... moves from hysterically funny to tear-
jerkingly moving in an instant, with comedy, harsh reality and allegory fitting
together seamlessly... rides the highs and lows of the years of teenage discovery
and arrives assuredly at a life affirming destination' - The Reviews Hub on Little
Baby Jesus

'Here is a play that will be racing through you, making you laugh and think, long
after you've left the theatre... a genre-defying theatrical hybrid – a thrilling
combination of performance poetry, standup comedy and good old-fashioned
storytelling' - Guardian on Little Baby Jesus

'Skips majestically between the epic and urban in a story that would feel as
comfortable set against a Grecian palace as it does the grimy city wall of its title...
Kene's eclectic dialogue is a pleasure to listen to, jumping from poetic to pithy
and back again with remarkable ease' - Theatre Workbook on Estate Walls



'Witty and intelligent... deftly captures and magnifies the poetry of everyday
conversation on an estate' - Soul Culture on Estate Walls
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