
Unveiling the Ultimate Advice on Fox Hunting:
Masters of Hounds, Huntsman, and Whippers
In
Are you passionate about the exhilarating world of fox hunting? Do you dream of
being part of the distinguished tradition held by Masters of Hounds, Huntsman,
and Whippers In? If so, you've come to the right place. In this comprehensive
guide, we will delve into the essence of fox hunting and provide invaluable advice
to masters of hounds, huntsman, and whippers in.

The Hierarchy in Fox Hunting

Before we dive into the nitty-gritty of fox hunting, let's clarify the roles played by
the Masters of Hounds, Huntsman, and Whippers In.

Masters of Hounds

Masters of Hounds represent the highest authority in the world of fox hunting.
They hold the responsibility for maintaining the esteemed traditions, ensuring the
safety and welfare of hounds, and coordinating the activities of the entire hunting
party. As a master, you must possess exceptional leadership skills, a deep
understanding of the sport, and unwavering dedication.
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Huntsman

The huntsman, also known as a Kennelman in some regions, is responsible for
handling and directing the hounds during the hunt. This role requires exceptional
knowledge of the hounds' behavior, breeding, and training. A huntsman's ability to
communicate with their hounds and lead them effectively is crucial in successfully
pursuing the elusive fox.

Whippers In

Whippers In are the supportive members of the hunting team who assist the
huntsman. They play a vital role in maintaining control of the hounds and
ensuring proper communication between the hounds and huntsman. They must
possess excellent riding skills and be quick to respond to any unexpected
situations that may arise during the hunt.

Becoming a Master of Hounds

Aspiring to become a Master of Hounds is a noble pursuit. To have a successful
journey, it's important to develop specific qualities that will enable you to fulfil the
role effectively:

1. Knowledge and Experience

Acquiring a deep understanding of fox hunting requires years of experience. By
immersing in the sport and closely observing seasoned masters, you'll gain
invaluable insights into the art of fox hunting.
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2. Leadership Skills

A master must possess exceptional leadership skills to guide the hunt and make
crucial decisions promptly. Developing strong leadership qualities will earn you
respect and admiration among your peers.

3. Uphold Traditions

As a Master of Hounds, it is your responsibility to ensure that the esteemed
traditions of fox hunting are upheld. Embrace the customs and etiquette passed
down through generations, becoming a guardian of the sport's rich heritage.

The Duties of a Huntsman

To excel as a huntsman, it is essential to master the following aspects:

1. Hound Management

Understanding the behavior and characteristics of hounds is crucial. Learn about
breeding, training, nutrition, and health to maintain a well-trained and healthy
pack.

2. Communication

A huntsman must establish a strong bond with their hounds. This involves
learning to communicate effectively, using voice and body language to direct and
control the pack.

3. Strategic Planning

In addition to handling hounds, a huntsman must plan the route of the hunt,
anticipate obstacles or challenges, and ensure the safety of the entire hunting
party.

The Essential Skills of a Whipper In



To be an effective whipper in, you need to cultivate the following skills:

1. Riding Ability

As a whipper in, you must be an exceptional rider. Your riding ability will help you
maintain control over the hounds and navigate challenging terrains during the
hunt.

2. Quick Thinking and Problem Solving

During the hunt, unforeseen situations may arise that require quick thinking and
problem-solving skills. A whipper in must be prepared to act promptly to maintain
order and safety.

3. Support and Communication

To assist the huntsman effectively, a whipper in must possess excellent
coordination skills. Ensure clear communication with the huntsman and be ready
to assist whenever necessary.

Fox hunting has long been a celebrated tradition, attracting passionate individuals
who yearn to immerse themselves in the thrill of the chase. For those aspiring to
become masters of hounds, huntsman, or whippers in, this guide has provided
valuable advice to help you navigate the world of fox hunting successfully. By
honing your skills, embracing traditions, and fostering a deep love for the sport,
you can play an integral role in preserving the heritage of fox hunting for
generations to come.
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“Advice On Fox-Hunting” is a classic guide to fox hunting written by Willoughby
De Broke. Split into three sections addressed to the master of hounds, huntsmen
and whippers-in, this handy and informative guide aimed to provide general
information to all with an interest in the sport. Although old, this volume contains a
wealth of information that is still relevant today, making it highly recommended for
modern fox hunters and rural sportspeople. Contents include: “I. To Masters Of
Hounds”, “II. To Huntsman”, and “III. To Whippers-In”. Many vintage books such
as this are increasingly scarce and expensive. It is with this in mind that we are
republishing this volume now in an affordable, modern, high-quality edition
complete with a specially-commissioned new biography of the author.
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