
Unveiling the Untold Story of War Admiral:
The Phenomenal Thoroughbred Legend
Prepare to be mesmerized as we delve into the awe-inspiring journey of War
Admiral, a legendary Thoroughbred who etched his name in the annals of horse
racing history. From his humble beginnings to his magnificent victories, this is a
tale of courage, resilience, and undeniable greatness that will leave you
breathless.

War Admiral was born on May 2, 1934, at Faraway Farm in Lexington, Kentucky.
Bred by Samuel D. Riddle, he was a son of the renowned stallion Man o' War and
out of the mare Brushup. It was evident from the start that War Admiral
possessed an innate talent that set him apart from his peers.

As a yearling, War Admiral displayed exceptional speed, agility, and a fiery spirit
that would later define his racing career. His graceful stride and powerful build
caught the eye of seasoned trainers and owners, who recognized his potential as
a future racing sensation.
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War Admiral's journey into the world of competitive horse racing began when he
was purchased by legendary racing enthusiast Samuel D. Riddle for a mere
$25,000. This marked the beginning of an extraordinary partnership that would
soon rewrite the history books.

Under the expert training of George Conway, War Admiral's racing career began
to flourish. He made his racing debut on June 3, 1936, at Belmont Park. The
stands were brimming with anticipation as the crowd eagerly awaited to witness
the rise of a Star.

War Admiral's first taste of victory came in his second career start when he won a
five-furlong maiden race by an impressive six lengths. The crowd erupted in
jubilation, realizing that they were in the presence of a potential racing legend.

Over the next few years, War Admiral's dominance in the racing world was
nothing short of extraordinary. He defied all odds and claimed victories in
numerous renowned races, including the prestigious Triple Crown events. His
unmatched tenacity and speed propelled him to greatness, and he quickly
became a household name.

Perhaps the most iconic moment in War Admiral's career came in the 1938
Pimlico Special, when he faced off against his arch-rival, Seabiscuit. This highly
anticipated showdown captured the imagination of the entire nation, as two titans
clashed on the racetrack.

The race itself was a testament to War Admiral's sheer brilliance. Despite
Seabiscuit's valiant effort, War Admiral surged ahead and proved his supremacy,
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winning by an impressive four lengths. This historical moment solidified his status
as one of the greatest racehorses of all time.

War Admiral's reign of dominance continued until his retirement in 1939. His
remarkable career record boasts an impressive 21 wins out of 26 starts, an
achievement that few horses have ever come close to. His name will forever be
engraved in the hallways of horse racing history.

After retiring from racing, War Admiral embarked on a successful stud career,
passing on his exceptional genes to future generations of racing champions. His
impact on the sport can still be felt today, as his bloodlines continue to produce
remarkable racehorses.

In recognition of his breathtaking career, War Admiral was rightfully inducted into
the National Museum of Racing and Hall of Fame in 1958. His legacy lives on, a
constant reminder of the boundless potential and enduring spirit of Thoroughbred
racing.

The story of War Admiral is an inspiration to all who dare to dream. It is a
reminder that greatness can emerge from even the most unlikely of origins. The
true measure of a champion is not just in their victories but in the indomitable
spirit that propels them forward.

As you reflect upon the remarkable journey of War Admiral, let his story ignite a
fire within you. Let it remind you that with determination, perseverance, and
unwavering belief, anything is possible.

So, immerse yourself in the tale of War Admiral, the incomparable Thoroughbred
who defied all expectations and became a legend. May his name forever echo in
the halls of horse racing history, inspiring generations to come.
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Man o' War didn't run in the Kentucky Derby because owner Samuel D. Riddle
thought the race came too early in the year and at too taxing a distance. For that
reason, Man o' War was denied a bid at a Triple Crown he undoubtedly would
have won. But nearly two decades later, Riddle had a change of heart.
In 1937, he agreed to run War Admiral, a son of the great Man o' War, in the
Derby. War Admiral swept the Triple Crown and established himself as Man o'
War's best son. Author Edward L. Bowen, biographer of Man o' War, chronicles
the exploits of his son, including War Admiral's historic battle with the great
Seabiscuit. War Admiral raced until the age of five, then was retired to Riddle's
farm in Kentucky. There, he distinguished himself as a stallion, siring Horse of the
Year Busher and other champions.
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