
Victory In Yorktown: Final Battles Of The
Revolutionary Period
The American Revolution was a pivotal moment in history, where thirteen
colonies fought against British rule to gain independence. The Revolutionary
Period lasted for several years, filled with significant battles and events. Among
these battles, the events that unfolded in Yorktown, Virginia, marked a turning
point that led to the eventual victory of the American forces.

The Battle of Yorktown, also known as the Siege of Yorktown, took place from
September 28 to October 19, 1781. It was a joint effort between American and
French troops, led by General George Washington and General Jean-Baptiste de
Rochambeau, respectively. The battle was a culmination of strategic planning and
perseverance by the allied forces.

The British forces, commanded by General Lord Charles Cornwallis, had
established a base in Yorktown, considering it a secure spot due to its tactical
advantages. However, this stronghold eventually became their downfall.
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The Road to Yorktown

Prior to the Battle of Yorktown, American and French forces had been engaged in
various military campaigns and faced significant challenges. The British forces
had maintained control over major cities like New York, Philadelphia, and
Charleston.

However, after the decisive victory at the Battle of Saratoga in 1777, the tide of
the war began to shift. The American victory at Saratoga led to an alliance with
France, thus expanding the scope of the Revolutionary War.

In 1781, General Rochambeau and his French troops joined the American army
under General Washington. Together, they planned a strategic move to trap
General Cornwallis and his British forces. Their target: Yorktown.

The Siege of Yorktown Unfolds

On September 28, the allied forces began their siege on Yorktown. They
surrounded the city and cut off all supply routes, effectively trapping the British
forces within their own stronghold. The allied forces tirelessly bombarded the
British defenses for days, relentlessly pressing forward.

The American and French troops were not alone in this fight. A French fleet, led
by Admiral François Joseph Paul de Grasse, played a crucial role in preventing
British reinforcements from reaching Yorktown by sea. This naval blockade
ensured that the trapped British forces had no hope for support or escape.

As the days went by, the British defenses began to crumble under the constant
assault by the allied forces. On October 17, General Cornwallis attempted to

FREE

https://digital-books-store.web.app/free-book.html?pdf-file=


make a daring escape by crossing the York River with his troops. However,
unfavorable weather conditions and the presence of the French navy forced him
to abandon his plan.

Realizing that surrender was their only option, General Cornwallis and his forces
surrendered on October 19, 1781. The British army's defeat at Yorktown was a
critical blow that effectively ended major hostilities in the Revolutionary War.

The Aftermath and Significance

The victory at Yorktown marked a turning point in the Revolutionary War. The
British forces' surrender dealt a significant blow to their morale and weakened
their position in North America. Negotiations for peace began shortly after the
events in Yorktown.

In 1783, the Treaty of Paris was signed, officially recognizing the United States as
an independent nation. The Revolutionary War had come to an end, and the
once-colonial territories were now established as a sovereign country.

The Battle of Yorktown remains a pivotal moment in United States history,
showcasing the determination and resilience of the American and French forces.
The events in Yorktown demonstrated the power of unified tactics, strategic
planning, and the significance of international alliances in achieving victory.

Today, the surrender site at Yorktown is marked by a national park known as the
Yorktown Battlefield. Visitors can explore the historic grounds, learn about the
events that unfolded during the battle, and gain a deeper understanding of this
pivotal period in American history.

The victory in Yorktown serves as a reminder of the sacrifices made by those who
fought for independence and the enduring spirit of the American Revolution.
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Finally, the American Revolution came to an end in Yorktown. This educational
book aims to walk your fourth grader through the Battle of Yorktown and the
victory there. There will be discussions on what happens after the American
Revolution, in preparation for a thorough study of the next era. Enjoy the good
read. Grab a copy today.
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