
What I Wish I Knew Before Becoming An
Instructional Designer

Are you considering a career as an Instructional Designer? You've come to the
right place. In this article, I will share my personal experiences and insights into
what I wish I knew before embarking on this rewarding but challenging journey.
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The Importance of Continuous Learning

One of the key aspects of being an Instructional Designer is the necessity for
continuous learning. The field of instructional design is constantly evolving, with
new technologies and methodologies emerging all the time. To stay relevant, it is
essential to dedicate time to honing your skills, attending conferences, and
staying up-to-date with industry trends.
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Effective Communication Skills

As an Instructional Designer, you will often work as part of a team, collaborating
with subject matter experts, graphic designers, and other stakeholders. Effective
communication is crucial to ensure everyone involved is on the same page and
working towards the same goals. Clear and concise communication helps
facilitate the creation of high-quality instructional materials.
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The Art of Storytelling

Instructional design is more than just designing engaging content; it is about
creating meaningful learning experiences. By incorporating storytelling
techniques into your instructional materials, you can capture learners' attention
and make the content more relatable and memorable. Learning through stories
helps learners connect with the material at a deeper level.
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Technology and Tools

Today, instructional designers have access to a wide range of technologies and
tools to create engaging and interactive learning experiences. Familiarizing
yourself with these tools is essential for enhancing your instructional design skills.
From learning management systems to multimedia editing software, leveraging
technology can significantly enhance the effectiveness of your training materials.
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The Importance of Collaboration

Collaboration is a fundamental aspect of the instructional design process. By
working closely with subject matter experts and other stakeholders, you can
ensure the accuracy and relevancy of the content you are designing.
Collaboration also allows for different perspectives, leading to more creative and
effective learning solutions.
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Understanding the Learner

As an Instructional Designer, it is vital to understand your target audience.
Conduct thorough needs assessments, gather feedback, and adapt your
materials accordingly. Designing with the learner in mind leads to more engaging
and effective training experiences.
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Time Management and Prioritization

Instructional design projects often involve multiple deadlines and competing
priorities. Developing strong time management skills is essential to ensure the
timely completion of projects without compromising quality. Prioritization helps
maintain focus and ensure that important tasks are given the attention they
deserve.
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The Joy of Impactful Work

Despite the challenges, being an Instructional Designer can be incredibly fulfilling.
Knowing that your work has the potential to make a positive impact on learners'
lives is immensely rewarding. Seeing learners grasp new concepts and apply
them successfully is a testament to the power of instructional design.
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Becoming an Instructional Designer may come with its share of challenges, but
the rewards far outweigh them. By understanding the importance of continuous
learning, effective communication, storytelling, technology, collaboration, learner-
centric design, time management, and the joyful impact of your work, you can
pave the way for a successful and fulfilling career in instructional design.

So, are you ready to embark on this exciting journey?

Disclaimer: All images used in this article are for illustrative purposes only and do
not represent real people or events.
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Are you thinking about becoming an instructional designer? You’re not alone!
Instructional design is one of the fastest growing fields, but it’s also a bit
confusing. Many of the best instructional designers you know of fell into the role
by accident and didn’t have dreams or ambitions of designing learning
experiences for a living. Other instructional designers pursued years of education
to make this job a reality. The differences in how to become an instructional
designer have created a need for an ID guide to help you with your career. That is
exactly what you are holding in your hand.

What I Wish I Knew Before Becoming an Instructional Designer answers
commonly asked questions about the field of instructional design such as:

What does an instructional designer do?

What are the pros and cons of instructional design?

What kind of instructional designer do I want to be when I grow up?

How do I build a portfolio?

How do I make connections in the field?

How do I teach myself a new skill?
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How do I work with SMEs?

Is an instructional design degree right for me?

What do students actually do in a course?

How do I know if my courses are designed well?

No matter where you are at in your career, this book can help you become a
successful instructional designer.
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