
What Your Shaper Isn't Telling You
The Secrets Behind the Surfboard Shaping Industry

As a beginner or even an experienced surfer, have you ever wondered what goes
on behind the scenes in the surfboard shaping industry? While your shaper might
seem like a friendly and knowledgeable expert, there are some things they
probably aren't telling you. In this article, we unveil the untold truths about the
shaping process, the hidden fees, and the importance of communication with
your shaper.

The Art of Shaping

Shaping a surfboard is a true art form that requires skill, experience, and an
understanding of surfer dynamics. However, what your shaper might not mention
is the personal touch they infuse into each board. Every experienced shaper has
their own signature style, and your board might be shaped in a way that aligns
more with their personal tastes rather than your specific needs. That's why it's
crucial to communicate your preferences clearly with your shaper to ensure you
get the perfect board for your style and ability level.

Hidden Fees and Additional Costs

When you walk into a surfboard shaping shop, you might be enticed by the
seemingly affordable prices displayed on the boards. However, your shaper isn't
likely to mention the hidden fees and additional costs that can add up quickly.
From custom art designs to glass job upgrades, each element can substantially
increase the final price of your board. It's essential to have an open conversation
with your shaper about your budget so that you aren't surprised by the final
invoice.
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Material Matters

Another aspect of the surfboard shaping process that your shaper might not
emphasize is the importance of materials. Some surfboard manufacturers use
lower-quality materials as a cost-saving measure, compromising the performance
and durability of the boards. Others might not disclose the specific materials
used, making it difficult for you to assess the quality. Make sure to ask your
shaper about the materials they use and their impact on the board's performance
and longevity.

Communication is Key

Finally, one crucial aspect that your shaper might not stress enough is the
importance of effective communication. It's common for surfers to provide vague
or unclear specifications for their boards, leading to disappointment when the final
product doesn't match their expectations. Take the time to discuss your surfing
style, preferences, and abilities with your shaper in detail. This will help them
shape a board that truly complements your skills and delivers an incredible
surfing experience.
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While your shaper may seem like the ultimate guide to choosing and shaping the
ideal surfboard, there are aspects of the industry they might not readily disclose.
Understanding the personal touch, hidden fees, material quality, and the
importance of effective communication is essential for every surfer who wants to
make an informed decision. Now armed with these insights, you can approach
your next board purchase with confidence, ensuring you get a board that truly fits
your needs and enhances your surfing experience.
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A surfboard is a simple device, but the lines that comprise its shape and how they
interrelate are very sophisticated. Sophisticated, but not difficult to understand if
you know these design basics.
If you're a beginner, advanced, or top pro surfer, understanding these basics will
help in your choice of a surfboard. This book will help you isolate problems you
may experience while riding a particular surfboard and how to correct them. It will
help you talk to your shaper if you decide to go custom.
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Shapers; this book is especially for you. You work with these basics on every
surfboard you shape and you've learned what works, but you've probably never
seen an accurate description of how or why. Do you know how to discover what a
surfer really wants (often different than what he says)? The answers are
contained in this book.

This volume is designed to enhance understanding and stimulate advances in
surfboard design.
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