
When Did We Start Asking Questions: The
Curious Science Quest
Throughout time, humanity has always been driven by curiosity. The pursuit of
knowledge has shaped our civilization, leading to remarkable discoveries and
advancements. But have you ever wondered when this innate desire to ask
questions first emerged? Join us on a thrilling journey through history as we
unravel the origins of human curiosity and explore the fascinating science behind
our quest for answers.

Exploring Our Evolutionary Roots

As a species, Homo sapiens have always demonstrated a unique ability to ask
questions. While our early ancestors were primarily concerned with survival and
fulfilling basic needs, signs of intellectual curiosity can be traced back to the
development of early tools and artistic expressions. It was during the transition
from the Paleolithic to the Neolithic period that human societies began to flourish,
allowing for more leisure time and fostering a climate for contemplation.

The emergence of agriculture and settled communities marked a significant
turning point in human history. With the stability and surplus resources provided
by an agrarian lifestyle, individuals had the luxury to explore the world around
them and seek answers to the mysteries of life. This newfound freedom
unleashed a wave of questions, leading to discoveries in agriculture, astronomy,
and medicine.
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The Birth of Philosophical Inquiry

While early civilizations such as the Egyptians and Mesopotamians were making
practical discoveries, it was the ancient Greeks who laid the foundation for
systematic philosophical inquiry. The likes of Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle posed
fundamental questions about the nature of reality, ethics, and the cosmos. They
sought to understand the world around them through logic and reason,
introducing critical thinking as a tool for unraveling the mysteries of existence.

One of the most important questions asked by the ancient Greeks was "Why?"
They questioned the natural phenomena they witnessed and sought to explain
them through rational means. This philosophical approach influenced countless
thinkers throughout history, setting the stage for the development of science as
we know it today.

The Scientific Revolution and the Rise of Empiricism

In the 16th and 17th centuries, a paradigm shift occurred that changed the way
we perceive the world. The scientific revolution brought about a newfound
emphasis on observation, measurement, and experimentation. Influential figures
such as Galileo Galilei, Isaac Newton, and Francis Bacon revolutionized the way
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questions were asked and answered, laying the groundwork for empirical
science.

Galileo Galilei's use of the telescope to observe the planets and challenge the
geocentric model of the universe was a pivotal moment in shaping our
understanding of the cosmos. Newton's laws of motion and universal gravitation
provided a new framework for explaining the physical world, while Bacon's
scientific method introduced a systematic approach to conducting experiments
and making discoveries.

Curiosity in the Modern Age

In today's world, the pursuit of knowledge continues to drive scientific and
technological advancements. Our insatiable curiosity has led to breakthroughs in
fields such as genetics, quantum physics, and artificial intelligence. The advent of
the internet and the accessibility of information have also facilitated a rapid
exchange of ideas, enabling individuals from diverse backgrounds to engage in
scientific discussions and ask questions that push the boundaries of our
understanding.

Furthermore, questioning is not limited to the realm of science. Curiosity
permeates every aspect of our lives, from our personal relationships to the way
we approach societal issues. It is the driving force behind innovation, creativity,
and personal growth. As we continue to ask questions, we uncover new
perspectives, challenge existing paradigms, and pave the way for a better future.

The Never-Ending Quest

When did we start asking questions? The answer lies within our very nature as
human beings. From the earliest days of our existence, curiosity has fueled our



drive to explore and understand the world around us. It has led to remarkable
achievements, shaped our societies, and propelled us forward as a species.

So, never stop asking questions. Embrace your curiosity and embark on your
own scientific quest. There is an entire universe waiting to be explored, and it is
through our questions that we unlock its mysteries.
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Join Harriet, Darwin's pet tortoise, and Milton, Schrodinger's indecisive cat on a
time-travelling quest of discovery, unravelling scientific exploration and religious
beliefs and how they fit together. Throughout the centuries humans have been
looking for answers to BIG questions - how did the universe start? Is there a God
behind it? Has science explained away the need for a God, or can faith enhance
scientific discovery? Harriet and Milton start their investigation with trying to
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discover when humans started asking these questions. First stop on the quest is
cave paintings - who did them? What did they mean, and what can they show us
about our ancestors? Step into Harriet and Milton's time machine, bring some
snacks, and enjoy this curious quest of discovery. Written by Julia Golding,
winner of the Waterstones Children's Book Prize 2006, and the Nestle Smarties
Book Prize 2006.
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