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Benjamin Franklin is undoubtedly one of the most significant figures in American
history. Born on January 17, 1706, in Boston, Franklin's accomplishments span a
wide range of fields, including science, literature, politics, and diplomacy. He
played a crucial role in shaping the early United States, making him a prominent
figure in US history and government.

The Early Life of Benjamin Franklin

Franklin was born into a large family. He was the fifteenth child of seventeen
siblings. His father, Josiah Franklin, was a soap maker, and his mother, Abiah
Folger, was a homemaker. Despite limited formal education, young Benjamin's
hunger for knowledge led him to become a self-taught individual.

At the age of 12, Franklin began working as an apprentice at his brother's printing
shop. There, he developed a passion for printing and writing. His enthusiasm for
learning led him to read extensively, making a habit of borrowing books to further
his education.
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Franklin's Contributions in Science

One of Franklin's most notable scientific experiments involved the famous kite
and key experiment, which proved that lightning was a form of electricity. This
groundbreaking discovery laid the foundation for numerous scientific
advancements in the field of electricity.

Moreover, Franklin invented bifocals, a type of eyeglasses that have two distinct
optical powers. This invention revolutionized eyewear, allowing individuals to see
clearly at both near and far distances without the need to switch between different
glasses. Bifocals continue to be widely used today.

Franklin's Literary Pursuits

Beyond his scientific ventures, Franklin made significant contributions to the
literary world as well. He authored the famous "Poor Richard's Almanack," which
contained practical advice and proverbs. This almanac became extremely
popular, bringing Franklin both fame and wealth.

Franklin's writing skills were also instrumental in promoting the ideals of the
American Revolution. His famous political cartoons, such as "Join, or Die,"
advocated for colonial unity and played a crucial role in uniting the American
colonies against British rule.

Franklin's Role in Politics and Diplomacy

Franklin was actively involved in politics throughout his life. He was a member of
the Pennsylvania Assembly and was instrumental in drafting the Declaration of
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Independence. Additionally, Franklin served as a diplomat, representing the
United States in France during the American Revolution.

His diplomatic efforts played a vital role in securing French support for the
American cause, ultimately leading to victory in the Revolutionary War. Franklin's
negotiations also resulted in the signing of the Treaty of Paris in 1783, which
formally recognized the United States as an independent nation.

Franklin's Legacy and Impact on American History

Benjamin Franklin's impact on American history and government cannot be
overstated. His contributions in various fields continue to influence society to this
day. From his scientific discoveries to his literary works and political
achievements, Franklin's legacy is ingrained in the fabric of American society.

He is recognized as one of the founding fathers of the United States, with his
influence extending beyond national borders. Franklin's charisma, intellect, and
unwavering dedication to progress serve as an inspiration for generations to
come.

Benjamin Franklin's life is a testament to the power of knowledge, curiosity, and
hard work. From humble beginnings to becoming one of the most celebrated
figures in American history, Franklin's contributions in science, literature, politics,
and diplomacy leave an indelible mark on the nation's development.

His journey serves as a reminder that anyone, regardless of their background,
can achieve greatness through determination and the pursuit of knowledge.
Benjamin Franklin remains a cherished figure in US history and government, and
his legacy serves as a beacon of inspiration for both children and adults studying
American history.



Who Was Benjamin Franklin? US History and
Government | Children's American History
by Baby Professor(Kindle Edition)

4.7 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 4682 KB
Screen Reader : Supported
Print length : 64 pages

You’ll be reading about Benjamin Franklin in this book, and his approach to
governance. You will also read about the major events that happened during his
presidency as well as his contributions to them. Learning about history shouldn’t
be boring. With age-appropriate and edutaining books, like this, history can be
fun! Grab a copy today!
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