
Why You Can Teach United States History
Without American Indians
Disclaimer: The clickbait title is intended for entertainment purposes only. The
following article aims to discuss a controversial topic - the inclusion of American
Indians in United States history education.

As discussions surrounding the curriculum and inclusion in education continue to
evolve, it is essential to address the topic of whether American Indian history
should be taught alongside United States history. Advocates of comprehensive
historical education argue that excluding American Indians from the narrative is a
grave disservice to both students and the country's multicultural heritage.
However, there are varying perspectives that suggest it is possible to teach
United States history without specifically focusing on American Indians. This
article will delve into the reasons behind these viewpoints and strive to present a
balanced analysis.

Understanding the Arguments

Proponents of teaching United States history without American Indians argue that
there are several valid justifications behind this approach. One of the main
arguments is that placing excessive emphasis on one particular group can
inadvertently overshadow the contributions of others, potentially leading to an
imbalanced understanding of history. By not specifically highlighting the
experiences of American Indians, it allows room for a more comprehensive
exploration of various historical events and individuals within United States
history.
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Additionally, critics of including American Indians in the curriculum suggest that
such an inclusion could lead to sensitive discussions that risk cultural
misrepresentation or even perpetuation of stereotypes. As educators navigate
these conversations, there is a risk of unintentionally reinforcing harmful biases or
creating an environment where American Indian students may feel targeted or
singled out. Avoiding these concerns altogether by not explicitly focusing on
American Indians could potentially contribute to a more inclusive and respectful
classroom environment.

The Importance of Inclusion

On the other hand, proponents of including American Indian history argue that
doing so is essential for achieving a well-rounded understanding of United States
history. They argue that the cultural, political, and economic contributions of
American Indians both before and after European colonization significantly
shaped the nation's development. By omitting their stories, students may miss out
on crucial historical context and fail to recognize the complex interactions
between different groups throughout history.
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Supporters of comprehensive historical education contend that teaching
American Indian history can foster respect, empathy, and cross-cultural
understanding among students. They argue that acknowledging and learning
about the experiences, achievements, and challenges faced by American Indians
is a crucial aspect of promoting a multicultural society. By understanding the past
experiences of various groups, students can develop a deeper appreciation and
respect for cultural diversity, ultimately contributing to a more harmonious and
inclusive future.

Finding a Balance

The debate surrounding whether American Indian history should be taught
alongside United States history is complex and multifaceted. While some argue
for a more inclusive curriculum that highlights the experiences of American
Indians, others contend that a broader focus allows for a more comprehensive
understanding of United States history. Striking a balance could involve
incorporating American Indian history within relevant contexts and events,
intertwining it naturally with the overarching narrative.

Additionally, it is vital to consult and collaborate with American Indian
communities, educators from diverse backgrounds, and experts in the field to
ensure accurate and respectful representation. By involving multiple perspectives
and experiences, educators can create a curriculum that reflects the diversity of
United States history while upholding the values of inclusivity and respect.

The Way Forward

, the question of whether American Indian history should be taught alongside
United States history is a contentious issue. While some argue for a broader
focus on various historical events and individuals, others believe in the
importance of comprehensive education that includes the contributions and



experiences of American Indians. Striving for a balanced approach that
acknowledges the rich history of American Indians without overshadowing other
groups is essential. Ultimately, education should aim to equip students with a
nuanced understanding of United States history and promote respect for cultural
diversity.
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A resource for all who teach and study history, this book illuminates the
unmistakable centrality of American Indian history to the full sweep of American
history. The nineteen essays gathered in this collaboratively produced volume,
written by leading scholars in the field of Native American history, reflect the
newest directions of the field and are organized to follow the chronological arc of
the standard American history survey. Contributors reassess major events,
themes, groups of historical actors, and approaches--social, cultural, military, and
political--consistently demonstrating how Native American people, and questions
of Native American sovereignty, have animated all the ways we consider the
nation's past. The uniqueness of Indigenous history, as interwoven more fully in
the American story, will challenge students to think in new ways about larger
themes in U.S. history, such as settlement and colonization, economic and
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political power, citizenship and movements for equality, and the fundamental
question of what it means to be an American.
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Rosalyn R. LaPier, John J. Laukaitis, K. Tsianina Lomawaima, Robert J. Miller,
Mindy J. Morgan, Andrew Needham, Jean M. O'Brien, Jeffrey Ostler, Sarah M. S.
Pearsall, James D. Rice, Phillip H. Round, Susan Sleeper-Smith, and Scott
Manning Stevens.
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